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DANBURY BOARD OF EDUCATION 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

MAY 10, 2022 

VIA ZOOM 

 

 

Present: Kate Conetta, Gladys Cooper, Albert Russo 

Absent:  Michelle Coelho, Loren Daly  

Also Present:   Luisa Zagottis Britton, Dr. Anne Mead, Dr. Michael Seelig 

 

Chair Kate Conetta called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 

 

Board Meet and Greet/Board Social 
K. Conetta explained that board members are liaison between the public, administrators and the 
schools, and would like to help the  public understand the role of the Board of Education and be 
approachable to the community. 
 
A discussion was held about Meet and Greets and getting board members out in the community- 
meeting parents and having the public feel they can come and talk to board members in a setting similar 
to “Chats with Kevin''.  The committee also talked about educating parents on how the Board works 
with the administration. 
 
Dr. Mead offered to invite Board members to events that are organized by her office for the board to 
introduce themselves to the public. 
 
K. Conetta stated this should be a goal for all Board members. 
 
G. Cooper also shared that the committee would submit this goal to the Board for the beginning of the 
next school year.   
 
K. Conetta and A. Russo agreed. 
 
L. Zagottis-Britton agreed on reaching out to the community and building a bridge with the public. 
 
Upcoming Referendum 
K. Conetta stated public funds cannot be used for advocacy work.  Board members can raise voter 

awareness but cannot persuade voters.   

 

Committee discussed how to raise awareness for the referendum that will take place on June 7, as 

referendums are not typically held in June. 

● Discussion about informational flyers to be handed out, so long as they are donated by a private 

person and the cost of the flyers is under $1,000.00.   

● Discussion about raising voter awareness on the radio, particularly I95. 

● Discussion about obtaining voter lists and making calls to remind the public to vote. 

 

Dr. Seelig will follow up with Legal Council on what steps BOE is allowed to take to raise voter 

awareness. 
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Dr. Mead shared Stop & Shop foundation had originally set to donate $20,000 in food gift cards but have 

since revisited that amount and came back with $30,000.00 in donations.  These gift cards will be 

divided into 4 schools and rolled out in August.  Dr. Mead gave updates on PSEE graduates, parent 

leadership training program and building advocates in the community.  She also talked about 

walkthroughs in the schools to welcome new students which will include Board members.  

 

A. Russo moved, seconded by G. Cooper to adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed and the meeting 

adjourned at 6:08 p.m. 

 

 

     

        ________________________ 

        Gladys Cooper 

 

 


